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MESSAGES AND COMMUNICATIONS. 


Srarr or [DAHO EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 
Boise Cim, Jan 3. 1893. 

To the President and Members of the Senate: 

GENTLEMEN. I have been waited upon by yowu com- 
mittee, who have informed me that-you are organized 
and ready to receive any communication which I may 
desire to present to your honerable body 

I beg leave to congratulate you upon the promptness 
of your action in perfecting an organization and will do 
myself the honor to present to you my message tomor- 
row «Wednesday? the 4th inst. at such hour as you may 
designate as most convenient I suggest that a joint 
convention of both houses be called to receive the same. 

Assuring you that no effort of mine will be spared to 
assist you in any legislation which may be needed by 
our State, 


| 
| 


I am, very respectfully, 
W J McCON NNELL, 
Governor 


STATE oF Ipano, Executive DEPARTMENT 

Borse Crry, Jan. 23, 1893. 
“To the President and Members of the Senate. 
` GENTLEMEN: In compliance with the suggestion in my 
>Message, a bill was introduced in the House making an 
-appropriation of one thousand dollars for the purpose of 
- purchasing necessary supplies to commence working the 
-convicts in the State penitentiary on needed improve- 
ments thereto. The bill passed, the House and went to 
the Senate on the 9th inst., since which time it seems no 
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action has been taken to further its passage. The delay, . 
if continued, will make it necessary for us to discontinue ` 
the work already begun, and has already necessitated - 
the employment of outside labor to be used in hauling: 
ice to the prison, as we have no team to use for that pur- ; 
pose, nor money with which to buy one. With the labor 
at our command. all hauling can be done much more 
cheaply if we own a team than by hiring it through out, 
side parties. 
- Tam well aware of the magnitude of the work before : 
you, and would not urge unnecessary haste, but it does 
seem that a delay of fourteen days should be sufficient’ 
for you to consider so small an appropriation as the one 
for which I ask. - 

The people of this State are taxed at the rate of 73> 
cents per capita each day for the support of 98 men in. 
idleness, and it is high time that personal and political 
considerations should be swept aside and some action: 
taken with a view to making this institution at least pai- 
tially self-supporting. 

- Very respectfully, 
W. J. McCONNELL, 


Governor. 


o 


STATE OF Ipano, ExEcurive DE 

Borse Crry, Jan. 27, 1893. 

To the Senate and House of Representatives, 
Second Session, Idaho Legislature. 
GENTLEMEN; In compliance with Article XIT of ow: 
Constitution, the first session.of the Idaho Legislature’ 
passed a bill witha view of establishing a búreau of 
labor and statistics. The measure, unfortunately failed: 
to obtain executive approval. Day by day the necessity, 
of such a bureau becomes more apparent to every officer, 
of the State, as demands are continually being_made; 
upon us for information regarding our resources, boti; 
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_ mineral and agricultural, as well as inquiries concerning 


our educational and other advantages. 

It is impossible for us to give the time necessary to a 
proper representation of our State’s interests in this 
direction with the limited clerical force at our command. 
If we had a bureau established with sufficient means to 
cause to be printed proper reports of our various re- 
sources, the letters of inquiry which come to all of the 
State officers, as well as our boards of trade, might be 
yeferred to the commissioner in charge of this bureau. 

I think the history of our State will reveal the fact 
that less attention has been paid hy our people, and less 
money expended with a view of diverting immigration 
here than has been exercised by any other of the Western 
States. I suggest that immediate provision should be 
made for the establishment of this bureau, and its full 
equipment, with a view to the great work which it will 
be able to accomplish during the coming exposition. 


‘That the commissioner be authorized to open an office in 


the Idaho building in Chicago, during the continuance 


_of the Worlc’s Fair, and have there for distribution 


among the visitors such statistics and data as will edu- 
cate the people concerning our resources and advant- 
ages. 

When will such an opportunity present itself again to 
advertise the wonderful resources of our State? We can 
there and then present evidences sufficient to convince 
the most sceptical that Idaho today has greater re- 


` sources, both mineral and agricultural], undeveloped, 


unoccupied and open for investment than any other _ 
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State in the Union. We have coal, iron, copper, gold, 
silver, lead and many other minerals within our borders. 
We have vast forests of, valuable timber; splendid 
yanges for cattle, horses and sheep; beautiful plains, 
- almost boundless in their extent, which await only the 
“fertilizing effect of the diversion of our Oe 
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upon it at some length, but no longer than the circum 
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streams into proper .canals and ditches; we have the 
beautiful hills of the northern part of the State. whereon: 
plentiful rainfall never fails to bring forth the richest 
of harvests.. We have every resource that the heart of 
man could desire, all awaiting capital and labor for 
their development. That thousands of homes are not 
already scattered over the Snake river valley; that the 
sound of mills and furnaces are not heard on every hand, 
is due largely to our own parsimony. If we would have 
immigration and capital come to our State, we must 
send forth the glad tidings that homes are here for the 
asking, and that gold’and silver are here for the dig 
ging. 

A few thousand dollars judiciously spent in making 
known to the citizens of other States the advantages 
that we enjoy, would go far to make. this State one of 
the most populous and prosperous in the Union. 

Realizing the importance of this subject, I have dwelt 


stances justify. 

The burdens of State and county gorernments will be 
relieved in proportion to the increase of wealth and pop 
ulation which we gain. Therefore, the expenditure of 
such a small sum as will be needed for the establish 
ment and maintenance of this bureau will be very light 
in proportion to the great gain derived. 

This burean should not be a bureau of immigration 
alone, but, as the Constitution provides, one hating the 
interests of labor in charge as well. In the language 0 
tie Constitution, “The commissioner should annuall 
make a report in writing to the Governor of the State 
of the information collected and collated by him ant 
containing such recommendations as he may deem calu 
lated to promote the efficiency of the bureau.” 

A careful consideration of the differences betwee 
capital and labor made by this officer would doubtles 
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- suggest to his mind such remedies as, laid before the 


Legislature, would promote legislation of such a char- 


‘acter as to harmonize any differences that might arise 


and secure to the workingmen protection from arbitrary 
masters, as well as just compensation for labor”per- 
formed. At the same time it would bring a sense of 


- security for capital invested. 


The commissioner might be empowered to investigate 
the causes leading to strikes and disagreements between 
employers and employees, and report to the Governor 
such remedies as he may deem necessary to secure more 


fraternal relations between labor and capital. 


- Hoping this will engage your early attention, 
I am, very respectfully, 
- W.J. MCCONNELL, 
= Governor. 


ES 
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ES ` Borse Crry, Jan. 27, 1893, 


To iie Senate and Hones of Representatives. , 

GENTLEMEN: It is with profound regret that I announce 
to you the receipt of the sad intelligence of the death of 
the Honorable James G.. Blaine. 

Out of respect for his memory and the eminent services 
which he has rendered his country, I suggest that both 
houses adjourn, until Monday. i 

f Very respectfully, - 
W. J. MCCONNELL. 
Governor. 
STATE OF Toano, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
i Boise Crry, Feb. 1, 1893. 
Mr. Speaker and Members of the House of 
* Representatives, Second Session, Idaho Legislature. 


| GENTLEMEN: I herewith submit’ to you estimates of the 
- appropriation needed for the maintenance of the insane 
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in the asylum at Blackfoot; also for the purchase of 
another piece of land and needed improvements to the 
asylum, together with the keeping of the insane for the 
next two years, amounting in all to $60,000. 

It will afford me pleasure to explain to the committes 
to whom this message is referred the various wants of 
the asylum and the reason why this appropriation js 
asked. I have just returned from a visit to that institu 
tion and find that its management during the last two 
years has been such as to reflect great credit upon not 
only the members of the Board ot Directors, Messrs E 
P. Cavanah, I. N. Costin and W. C. Hill, but also upon 
Dr. J. W. Givens, physician in charge, as well as the 
various employees engaged around the establishment, 
1 doubt whether any State in the Union has been more 
fortunate in the purchase of location and the manage 
ment and business tact exercised in the erection and 
furnishing of the buildings. 

I submit to you an inventory of the property of the 
asylum, which belongs to the State, showing a total 
value of $101,255. I doubt whether any State in the 
Union has as good buildings erected for the same 
amount of money. y 

As a general rule. I believe that the appointees of the 
administiation should be in harmony with the political 
teachings and beliefs of the party in power, but, in the 
management of an insane asylum, 1 am convinced tha 
an exception should be made. The welfare and kin 
treatment of those unfortunate people are of greater 
moment than the political suecess of any individual a 
number of individuals who might obtain employmen 
there owing to party affiliation. Although the pbysicia 
in charge is not in sympathy with the present Stat 
administration. we recognize the responsibility attach 
to the position which he occupies, and the necessity 
employing those persons for nurses and attendants whi 
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are, both by education and disposition, qualified to fill 
the places regardless of their political faith; conse- 
quently, believing in the ability of the present incum- 
bents, there will be no change made in that instituticn 
during the next two years, other than that recently made, 
with the concurrence of the Senate, by the appointment 
of Frank R., Gooding, to fill the vacancy caused by the 
resignation óf Mr. Hill, unless unforeseen circumstances 
should demand it, and 1 hope that your committee, to 
whom this message will be referred by your honorable 
body, will kindly give me the pleasure of a personal 
interview relative to the appropriation for which I ask, 
and [Tam convinced that your sympathies for the patients 
in that institution will upon their report, impel you to 
grant the appropriation which we need. 

I submit to you vouchers Nos. 2,110, 2,080, 1.314, 1,821, 
49, 68 and 1,931, being claims paid and »npaid for con- 
veymg patierits to the asylum. I respectfully call your 
attention to the expense incurred under this system and 
suggest that a large saving may be made to the State by 
providing “that upon’any person being adjudged insane, 
the county judge of the connty in which the patient 
resides shall wire to the phpsician in charge of the asy- 
lum to pend an attendant to convey the patient there.” 
By this method return tickets could be secured at a 
reduced price. The patient would be in charge of a per- 
son skilled in the management of insane people, and as 
they are skilled in their management, the expense of an 
assistant would be almost invariably avoided. , Where 
the insane person is a woman, a female attendant could 
be sent, and where a man, a male attendant. 

I think upon examination of these vouchers, which 
are a good sample of those in the Auditors office, you 
will be inclined to adopt the plan proposed, or some 
other method, to reduce the continually inereasing ex- 
pense which the State must incur in this direction. 
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Two years ago the Legislature made an appropriation 
of $5,000 for this purpose, which was exhaused on Sep 
tember 28 last, since which time a deficiency has occurred 
of $2,119.55, making a total expense during the last two 
years of $7,119.55. - 

The adoption of the plan which I recommend would 
incur an additional expense of only one attendant, at a 
salary of $35 to $50 per month, while the greater portion 
of their time could be employed in their regular duties 
around the asylum. 

As half of the present session has already expired, I 
trust that these suggestions will receive your prompt 

-consideration. o 

I respectfully ask that the vouchers herewith sub- 
mitted be returned to my office after consideration and 
examination by the committee. 

Very respectfully, 
W. J. McCONNELL 
Governor. 


SraréE or IDAHO, EXECUTISE DEPARTMENT. 

Borst Crry, Feb. 8, 159 
To the Senate and House of Representatives, 

Second Session, Idaho Legislature: 
GENTLEMAN: The annnal meeting of the American 
Bi-metallic League will convene in Washington, D. C. 
on the 22d inst. Its meeting at this time may be of the 
greatest importance, inasmuch as the President-elect i 
using all his influence to repeal the present silver pur 
chase law, thereby leaving the producers and debtor 
class of this country at the mercy of the gold kings of 
the old world. The entire west should be represented 
in that convention, and the views and sentiments of this 
section emphasized by a delegation, especially from 
every State west of the Mississippi. The voice of Idaho 
should be raised at that meeting in no uncertain man 
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ner, not only by our representatives in Congress, but by 
a delegation of citizens sent from this State to aid them. 
For nearly a quarter of a century Congress seems to have 
been hypnotized by the magic wand of gold.. Both legis- 
lative and executive departments have bowed down and 
kissed the golden rod of the despots of Europe and Wall 
street. 

Year after year the influence of legislation antag- 
onistic to silver is being felt more keenly as the indus- 
tries of our country and our people are approaching the 
conditions of the serfs, peons and ryots of the gold 
standard countries of Europe. I therefore venture to 
suggest to your honorable bodies that you at once make 
provision for sending at least ten well known, earnest 
and able advocates of the free coinage of silver to attend 
that convention, and as the*movement isin a common 
cause and interests all citizens alike regardless of politi- 
cal affiliations, delegates should not be expected to pay 
their own expenses. Some provision should be made 
whereby the item of expense could be met from the pub- 
lic treasury. To obtain prompt action in this matter, I 
suggest that a joint committee of the two houses be at 
once appointed to draft a bill providing for the expenses of 
such number of delegates as you may think best to send, 
and the manner of their selection. A small appropria- 
tion is all that will be necessary as I am satisfied that 
the loyalty of our citizens to the welfare of their State 
and nation will make it easy to obtain a sufficient num- 
ber of delegates who will ask nothing but their actual 
expenses, amounting in all to not more than $200 for 
each delegate. 

The necessity of this action, will, I trust. be so appar- 
ent to all that no delay*will be made in its consideration. 

Very respectfully, a 
a W. J. MCCONNELL, 
3 Governor. 


e 
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"State or Ioamo, Executive Department, 
Boise Crry, Feb. 11, 1893, 

The President and Members of the Senate, 
» Second Session, Idaho Legislature: 

GENTLEMEN: I have this day appointed as Regents of 
the Idaho University, located at Moscow, the following 
named gentlemen, residents of this State: 

W. W. Watkins, Moscow; Willis Sweet, Moscow; 
Phillip Tillinghast. Moscow; C. W. Shaff, Lewiston, 
John me Ailshie, Grangeville; Richard Z. Johnson, Bois 
City; A. J. Crook, Clayton; Sherman M. Coffin, Cald 
well: Henry H. Hoff, Montpelier. 

Hoping that the selections made will receive the 
approval of your honorable body, I am, 

Very respectfully, 
W. J. McCONNELL 
Governor. 


» 


State or Ipano, Executive DEPARTMENT, 
Borsk Crry, Feb. 20, 189 

Mr. SPEAKER: J herewith return to you H. B. No. 2%, 
which passed the House of Representatives Januaryó3l, 
and the Senate February 11, and 1eceived my signatnr 
on the 15th day of February, 1893. 

As this is a voluminous bill, I informed the gentlemen 
in charge that I would not have time to go through it 
line by line, and word by word, but as it received almost 
the unanimous vote of both houses I would sign it if they 
were satisfied the bill was in proper shape. Accordingly 
I did so. This afternoon a gentleman desiring informa 
tion concerning the methods of placing the bonds, I got 
the bill out to look up the desired information, and find 
that an error has been made inthe enrollment of the 
same which will necessitate the re-enactment of the 
measure if you desire that it should become a law. J 
suggest that in re-enacting this bill you make a different 
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provision for the sale of these bonds. Ido not think it 
is the proper thing for the State Treasurer to be required 
to sell these bonds all at once regardless of when the 
money may be needed. The bonds should be sold on 
contract so that no loss in interest may occur. l 
I felt it my duty before to admonish the members of 
poth houses to be careful in drawing. engrossing and 
enrolling their bills, as it certainly cannot be expected 
that the Chief Executive will resolve himself into an 
enrolling committee. The result of this mistake will 
make still more apparent the necessity of ‘carefulness in 
all your actions. 
Very respectfully, 
W. J. MCCONNELL, 


Governor. 


= 


STATE or Ipano, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT. 
Borse Crry, Feb. 28, 1893. 
Mr. President and Members of the Senate, 

Second Session, Idaho Legislature. 
GENTLEMEN: Enclosed I hand you copy of a letter 
which is a fair sample of the correspondence we are re- 
ceiving daily, making inquiry concerning the resources 
of our State. On January 27th 1 sent both houses a 
message, calling your attention to the needs of our State 
relative to the matter of immigration. As, the session is 
drawing to a close, and no action has been taken as yet, 
I desire once more, if possible, to impress upon the mem- 
bers the importance of action in this direction. f 
I will address a message to the House on the same 
subject, and hope you can agree on some appropriation, 
which, if it will not be sufficient to establish the office of 
Commissioner of Immigration and Labor, wili, at least, 
give the State board sufficient, funds to have printed in 
Pamphlet form a description of our State and its varied 
resources. If we expect to get the immigration which 
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we need, we must do something to give those who ay 
looking westward an idea of what we have in the wa 
of inducements to bring them here. 
Very respectfully, 
a : W. J. McCONNELL, 
(Copy sent to House.) Governor, 


STATE OF IDAHO, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Bors: Crry, Feb. 28, 18% 
To the Senate and House of Representatives. 

Second Session, Idaho Legislature. 
GENTLEMEN: As information has reached me that the 
Senate has adopted a resolution providing for an a 
journment on Thursday, the 2d of March, I desire to call 
your attention to a few matters which I deem to be of yf 

‘vital importance to the State as to warrant sending 4 
special message to your honorable bodies on these sul 
jects. f 
In my inaugural message 1 recommended the passag 
of a general law providing for division of counties ang 
the removal of county seats. The action of this Legisi 
ture has been such as to endorse the wisdom of my 
recommendation. While I have refrained from takin 
any part in the councils of those who have sought th 
division of various counties, and while I do not now pr 
pose to offer any suggestions as to the wisdom of thes 
measures, I believe you will all concur that these effort 
have cost the’ Legislature a great deal of valuable fim 
which migbt have been devoted to formulating othe 
legislation of general importance to the State. 
It matters not what you may see fit to do concerning 
the bills now in your hands, The passage of such a lay 
as I recommended would prevent such occurences in th 
future. It is needless for me to say that the damage k 
the State extends farther than the loss of time, and th 
‘loss of other legislation, because these county divisio 
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contests always lead fo the formation of combines, and 
often lead the friends of such measures to support other 
legislation which they would otherwise condemn. 

Another recommendation which I made, and which 
has received the endorsement of the press all over the 
State, related to our mining industry. There is a bill 
now, I think, in the Senate relating to this question 
which certainly should be acted upon before your ad- 
journment. As the mining industry of the.State is of 
such vital importance, your constituents will not hold 
you guiltless if you adjourn without passing this or 
some similar bill. 

The fifteenth session of the Territorial Legislature 
passed a bill dividing the county of Alturas into three 
separate counties. and failed at that time, as has every 
Legislature since. to apportion the indebtedness of Al. 
uras Which existed at the time of the division, until, at 
the present moment, the county of Alturas is in a most 
anfortunate condition financially. 

The bonds, together with the interest which she owes, 
are due. and the holders of them are entitled to their 
oney « A case is already in the United States circuit 
ourt, Wherein the creditors are attempting to recover. 
omething must be done or judgment will be rendered 
and attachments issue. This condition is such as to 
affect the credit of the State. If you adjourn without 
making some provision to remedy this unfortunate cir- 
umstance, a contingency may arise wherein we will not 
he able to place the bonds of our State authorized this 
ssion at the rate of interest provided for in the bills. 
There is now, somewhere, in one of your Houses, a 
substitute for Senate Bill No. 49, which, I believe, was 
repared by the Senate Judiciary Committee. I have 
wt examined the bill, and am not prepared to say 
whether it provides the proper and just remedy or not. 
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Your judgment and wisdom will guide you in th 
matter. : 

In conclusion, I appeal to you that as the hour of 
journment is drawing so near, that you do not pass 
unheeded these, my suggestions so respectfully m 
mitted. l 


W. J. McCONNELL, 
Governor, 


Srare OE Ipano, Executive DEPARTMENT. 
Borse Crry, Mar. 4, 18 
Mr. President and Members of the Senate, 
: * Second Session, Idaho Legislature. 
GENTLEMEN; I have this day appointed. according 
the provisions of House Bill No. 100, the followi 
named gentlemen to fill the various offices in the n 
county of Fremont, as designated by that act: 
County Commissioners—F. A. Pyke, R. F. Jardi 
John Donaldson. 
Sheriff—J. B. Cutshaw. 
Clerk of the District Court—F. S. Bramwell. 
Assessor—Jesse C. Brandon. z 
Probate Judge—Miles R. Cahoon. 
Treasurer-—T. J. Winter. 
Surveyor—Milo Adams. 
Joroner—Wyman Parker, Sr. 
AM the aforenamed officers being residents of 
newly created County of Fremont. 
Hoping that these appointments will meet with y 
confirmation, 
Iam, very respectfully, 
W. J. McCONNELL, 
Governor 
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STATE OF IDAHO, Executive DEPARTMENT. 
Borse Crry, Mar. 4, 18983, 
7 10:50 o'clock a. m, 
Mr. Presipentr: I herewith return to your honorable 
dy Senate Bill No. 57 without my approval. : 
This bill contains some good features which I would 
ike to have seen incorporated in our laws, but the gen- 
ral provision making the license on all saloons the:_ 
me, regardless of the amount of business they do, or 
he size of the towns in which they are located, and re- 
ucing the license from $500 to $300, does not meet with 
ny endorsement. 
Very respecttully, 
W. J. -MCCONNELL, 


Governor. 
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STATE or IDARO, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT. 

Borse Crry, Mar. 4, 1893, 

r. President and Members of the Senate, 
Second Session, Idaho Legislature: 

GENTLEMEN: I am informed that your Committee on 
ppropriations has recommended a reduction in the ap- 
ropriation for penitentiary improvements to $12,500. 
hey were no doubt impelled to this action by a spirit of 
nomy which has suddenly dawned upon their vision. * 
as this action liable to affect no other interest than 
at of the business interests of the State at this late 
our I might pass it by unheeded, as I have certainly 
tofore tried to impress the members of this’ Legis- 
ture with the necessity of the improvements for which 
e money is needed, but as it goes farther than the 
ancial and economical interests of the State and af- 
ts the comfort of those unfortunate men who are in- 
reerated in our penitentiary, in the interest of human- 
, I feel called upon to make one more appeal to you. 
The meager sum of $125500 will no more than provide 
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proper sewerage, with the necessary plumbing in connec 
tion therewith, and put in the hot water with which jt 
was my intention heredfter to heat the prison. 

During the.month of January we consumed 43,934 
pounds of coal, which cost the State in the neighbor. 
hood of $175. One hundred and fifty dollars of this 
would at least have been saved had we been provided 
with the means of using the hot water which we have 
already secured by sinking an artesian well. 

The expense to the State for fuel in heating the two 
buildings, outside of that consumed in the kitchen, will 
average $100 per month, which is the entire interest 
which the State would be obliged to pay on a loan of 
$24,000 at 5 per cent per annum. So as a business prop 
osition we can save in fuel alone the interest on the 
amount of money-asked by the board for necessary im 
provements. 

Had your committee given me the opportunity to meet 
those ex-marshals and ex-guards who were summoned 
before them to give them the information which could 
have been given so much better by any of the State of 
ficers, I would have gladly refuted their recommenda: . 
tions and have shown you the folly of seeking informa: ' 
tion concerning the affairs of the State from those who 
are no longer its public servants. 

But outside of the economical consideration connected 
with ihis measure stands forth appealing to us in. 
stronger terms than that of dollars and cents the human 
itarian aspect of this question. Confined in that prison 
are 90 unfortunate men paying the penalty for the mis 
takes they have made in the past. They are obliged to. 
breathe the fetid air emanating from a lot of cess-pools, . 
confined at night in a cell almost devoid of ventilation; 
it is needless for me to expand on the condition of affair. 
in that prison. - 

Had your committee desired, they could have obtained 
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the information by a visit there themselves, which 
would have cost them only ten cents for street car fare. 
Perhaps they have visited it, but I am inclined to 
believe not; otherwise their report would have been dif- 
ferent. 

I congratulate the members of your honorable body 
for the refined taste they exercised in furnishing their 
committee rooms with the luxuries ofa lady’s boudoir. 
Ihave no complaint to make concerning the extrava- 
gance of your purchases in lamps, in carpets, in, mirrors 
and the different adjuncts required to make comfortable 
the modern legislator and his committee clerks, -but I 
feel it my duty to draw the comparison between the 
action of your committees in this respect, and their 
action regarding the needed appropriation for the im- 
provement of our penitentiafry. . 

You have been in session 60 days, at an expense to ihe 
State of over forty thousand dollars, during which time 
you have formulated and sent fo me for my signature 42 
pills. A mathematical calculation will show that for 
every bill you have enacted, the taxpayers of this State 
have been obliged to pay nearly $1,000, besides the 
appropriations the bills carry. A reference to your 
journal will show. that almost every measure -which car- 
ried with-it an appropriation to be met by. the. taxpayers 
of this State has received your approval. 

Do not forget that while you have been enacting these 
laws the eyes of your constituents are upon you. They 
will, with me, ask you to explain why you refused the 
appropriations necessary for the improvements of our 
State institutions. 

[am informed that your committee has reported in 
favor of reducing. the appropriations for clerk hire in the 
Secretary of State's office to a sum entirely imadequate 
tathe proper transaction of the business affairs’ of the 
Bate which necessarily come through that office. The 
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office is entirely self-supporting, even though you make 
an appropriation three times as large as the one advise, 

The last session of the Legislature made the same mis 
take. The result. is that the records have not been 
written up, nor could they be with the limited amount 
of help whieh was provided the Secretary. While thi 
reduction in that appropriation will make it unpleasant 
for that officer, yet the damage to him in consequente 
will he no-more than every other citizen will suffer H 
is to be hopéd that you will not endorse the action of 
your committee in this matter. 

ĮI regret more than language can convey the necessity 
of sending such a message to your honorable body, but 
duty to the -State whose interests are placed in my 
charge, compels me to deal thus plainly with the subject 
brought to my notice. - 

Thanking: you for the uniform kindness you have 
shown me personally, 

- > - Tam, very respectfully, 
prii W. J. MeCONN ELL, 
i ; Covent. 
Stare or Ipase, Executive DEPARTMENT 
, Borse Crry, Mar. 6, 180 
Mr. Speakerand Menbers of the Honse of 
Representafives, Second Session, Idaho Legislature. 
T GestLemEN: I have before re H. B. No. 148 (by Work 
man), an act to amend section 16 of an act entitled “An 
act to provide for the internal improvement of the State 
by the coustruction of a system of wagon roads in the 
counties of Boise, Custer, Lemhi, Idaho, Shoshone 
Kootenai, Latah and Nez Perce, and providing funds fo 
the construction of said system of wagon roads by the 
issuance of a series of State road bonds.” 

The'act of which this is amendatory was approved 

me on February 16, 1893. It carried with it an app 
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priation of only $135. I did not call the attention of the 
House to the error in the enrollment of this bill for some 
time after its passage, thereby giving the members op- 
portunity to hear from their constituents concerning the 
advisability of such legislation. This amendment which 
Inow approve, and which was calculated to correct the 
error in the former bill, as well as to provide a different 
and better methed of selling the bonds, was voted upon 
and passed by a large majority of ‘both houses. which 
was a practical enactment of the law upon two different 
dates, with ample time for consideration intervening. 
The wisdom of constructing a portion of this wagon 
road can not be doubted. That division down Salmon 
river, and the division to Elk City, together with the 
divisions through Boise county and eastward, fully jus: 
tify the expense to the State incúrred in their construc- 
tion, while 1 think some other divisions of the road will 
prove of little value. as 1 doubt whether the counties in 
which they are constructed can afford to maintain them 
after they are built 

Tam impelled to sign this bill in consideration of the 
land interests of the State, and by that consideration 
alone. T believe that $50,000 of the amount carried by 
this bil] has been appropriated for the construction of 
roads which will be of little value. 

In the congressional act providing for the admission of 
the State of Idaho, we received the very liberal donation 
of 590,000 acres of land in addition to the land heretofore 
granted to the Territory. which, at the price fixed by 
congress ($10 per acre) will amount to &5,900,000. But 
little of this land has been selected by the State in con- 
sequence of the failure on ihe part of Congress to appro- 
priate money for surveys. The last session. however, 
ade a liberal appropriation, and contracts are let for 
Sirveying large tracts of land in the mountain and tim- 
ber ‘districts. 
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All, or nearly all, the valley and open lands of ay 
value have already been selected by private citize 
under the various acts of Congress, and there is but lit 
left for ‘the State from which to make its selection 
other than the lands chiefiy valuable for their timb 
which are in the interior-and mountainous districts « 
the State. By the building of this system of wag 
roads, these lands may be made available; consequent 
while I think the bř! has been carelessly considered, a 
is unwise in some of ifs provisions, I am also satisfe 
that further appropriations will be asked of futúre Leg 
latures to complete the work (notably that division do 
Salmon river). I believe that as the timber lands a 
being rapidly taken up, that it would be dangerous | 
delay another two years, and that in'the interest of o 
land grant, the State would be justified in expendi 
this money. 

I have, for the reasons stated, signed this bill. 

Very respectfully, 
W. J. McCONNELL, 
Governor 


STATE OF IDAHO, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT. 
Borsk City, March 6. 18 

Mr. Speaker and Members of the House of 
Representatives, Second Session, Idaho Legislatu 
GENTLEMEN: I beg leave in this my last communicati 
to your honorable body to congratulate you for 4 
fidelity in which you have performed the trusts gi 
into your hands by your constituents who have elect 
you to the honorable position which you occypy. 
Your endeavors to perform your duties in the inte 
of the State stands ont in contrast to the actions of § 
higher branch of this Legislature, who has so ignd 
deserted its post of duty in the last hour of the ses 
without passing the apportionment bill and with 
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sing the tax levy bill, thereby’ requiring the levy of 
wo years ago to be imposed upon the taxpayers of this 
Mate which is largely in excess of our requirements; 
His js a representation of the action of the two great 
form parties—the Democrats and Populists. i 

They have refused to pass the bill providing for the 
an of the money in the State and county treasuries. 
he surplus accumulation by the enforcement of the 
avy of two years ago will be piled up for the nse of the 
anks in Boise City. The members of the House of 
Representatives of Idaho may well feel proud of their 
Bora and their constituents may well feel prond of 


recent very deeply that I cannot pay the same com- 
liment to the members of the Senate. I leave the people 
{the State of Idaho to pass judgment upon their actions. 
Thanking yon, gentlemen, for your uniform courtesy, 
I am, very respectfully, 
W.J. MCCONNELL, ` 
Governor. 


Sr ATE OF Ipano, Executive DEPARTMENT. * 
Borse Crry, March 11, 1893. 

he Honorable The Secretary of State. 

Dear Sir: 1 desire to file with you. without my 

pproval. H. B. No. 79 (by Crane) “An act to provide 

tthe establishment, location, maintenance and support 

a scientific school for the State of Idaho.” 

My reasons for not signing this bill are as follows: 

This bill, which was intended to establish a scientific 

hool, creates a board of directors, and section 15 gives 

w board the management of all lands donated by the | 

meral government or set aside for the nse of the Idaho 

tool of science by authority of the State. > 

Section 7, of Article IX, of the Constitution. consti- 

tes the Governor, Superintendent of Public Instruc- 
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“board of directors of the scientific school and is in com 
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tion, Secretary of Statè and Attorney General the State 
Board of Land Commissioners, “who shall have the 
direction, control and disposition of the public lands of 
the State, under such regulations as may be prescribed 
by law.” 

And section 3 of the same article provides that it shall 
be the duty of the State board to provide for the loca 
tion, protection, sale or rental of all the lands hereto 
fore, or which may hereafter be, granted to the State hy 
the general government, under such regulations as may 


«be prescribed by law, and in such manner as will secure 


the maximum possible amount therefor. 

Section 11 of the act of Congress admitting Idaho asa 
State grants to the State one hundred thousand acres of 
land for the establishment and maintenance of a scier 
tific school. : 

The above qnoted provisions of the Constitution place 
the control, loeation, protection, sale and rental. the 
“management” of these lands in the State Board of Land 
Commissioners. 

H. B. No. 79 attempts to place the management in the 


flict with the Constitution. i 

The act provides that the board shall appoint a serre 
tary, who is required to reside and keep his office at or 
near the school, and enumerates his duties, which are 
quite onerous and would seem to require most all of the 
time of a competent man. Section 12 provides that the 
board of directors shall fix his salary, which shall be 
paid, not from the appropriation made for the school, 
put ‘‘from the State treasury in the same manner abis 
provided by law for the payment of the salary of State 
officers.” 

While the Constitution carefully limits the salary ol 
the Governor and other State officers and provides that 
such salaries shall not be diminished or increased dur 
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ing their term, this section gives the board of directors 
an unlimited power to create a debt directly against the 
State treasury. The salaries of the officers should be 
payable out of the appropriations made for the school. 

The act creates a board of directors “under the name 
and style of the State board of directors of the Idaho 
School of Science,” and the first fifteen sections of the 
act speak of the ‘board of directors” while the sixteenth 
and subsequent sections speak of a ‘‘board of trustees,” 
which has not been mentioned before. 

Section 24 provides that “all property, both real and 
personal, belonging to such Idahe School of Science. 
shall be transferred and vested in the trustees.” 

This does not refer to the site of the school. for that 
is provided for in Section 25. - Perhaps, taken in connec- 
tion with Section 15, we may presume it was intended to 
reach the lands donated by Congress. If so, it is repug- 
nant to the above quoted provisions of the Constitution. 
We know of no other real property that could be claimed | 
as belonging to the school. 

Perhaps it might hereafter be contended that Section 
Y vests the hundred thousand acres donated by the gen- 
eal government in the board of trustees, so that 
the Legislature could not at any future time devote-any 
of this munificent grant to any other school of science. 
Very respectfully, 

W. J. McCONNELL, 
Governor. 


STATE oF IDAHO, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT. 

Borse Crry, March 13, 1893. 
¡The Honorable The Secretary of State, Boise, Idaho: 

l Sir: I transmit herewith to you H. B. No. 128, with- 
pout my approval. The reson for my failure to sign this 
Pill may be found in the diserepency of one section— 


P02 of the Rev ised Statutes of the State. The same 
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section of H. B. No. 128, Section 3602 provides as fol 
lows: 

“The board of county commissioners of any county 
may issue negotiable coupon bonds of the county for the 
purpose— , 

“First. The paying, redeeming, funding or refunding 
the principal and interest of any of the indebtedness of 
their county when the same can be done at a lower rate 
of interest and to the profit and benefit of the county.” 

The section as amended by H. B. No. 128 would leare 
out the provision, ‘‘when the same can be done ata 
lower rate of interest and to the profit and benefit of the 
county,” leaving it possible for the county commission: 
ers fo refund the indebtedness of their county at any 
rate of interest they saw fit. The protection given the 
people in the original section is stricken out, hencel 
cannot sign the bill. 

Very respectfully. 
W. J. McCONNELL, 
: Governor 


STATE OF IDAHO, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT. 
Bors Crry, Mar. 13, 1893. 
Thé Honorable the Secretary of State, Boise, Idaho 
Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith Senate 
Substitute for S. B. No. 12, by the Judiciary Committee, 
without my approval for reasons which I herewith er 
cloge. Very respectfully. 
W. J. MCCOUONNELL, 
Governor. 
Section 1 is as follows: “Property and pecuniary 
rights owned by the husband before marriage and that 
‘required’ by him afterwards” ete.. etc. - 
The word “acquired” should have been used, and evi 
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dently was intended to be used to give this section force 
and effect. 

Section Y is as follows: ‘‘No estate is allowed the hus- 
band as tenant by courtesy.” Evidently an “estate by 
curtesy” was meant. : 

Again, Title 11 of the Code of Civil Procedure is re- 
pealed by Section 20. There are two Titles 11 (eleven) 
in the code contained in Part IL and Part TI” 

Other errors are found in the bill, but the most ob- 
jectionable feature is found in Section 4, which is as 
follows: 

“Section 4. The husband has the management and 
control of the community real property. but he shall not 
ell, convey or encumber the community real estate, un- 
less the wife join with him™in executing the deed or 
other instrument of conveyance by which the real estate 
¡iesold, conveyed or encumbered, and such deed or other 
instrument of conveyance must be acknowledged by him 
band his wife,” ete., ete. 

The 18th session of the Idaho Legislature passed a bill 
containing the same provision, requiring the wife to join 
pin all deeds to any of the common property. It worked 
euch mischief to the mining interests that a demand for 
the repeal of the law came from all parts of the State, 
land it was speedily repealed at the next session of the 
i Legislature. 

| Many of the most important provisions of the bill are 
contained in the existing laws; and as the obnoxious 
features more than counter-balance the good ones, 1 re- 
turn the bill to you without my approval. 

W. J. McCoxxeELz, 


Governor. 


